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SECTION 1: ADMISSIONS OF PUPILS TO YEAR 8 IN SEPTEMBER 2011
	To Parents/Guardians naming Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock as a preference on your child’s Transfer Form.

	Entrance Assessment Results

In assessing academic ability Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock will use the grade awarded to pupils completing the GLA Entrance Assessment on Saturday 20th November 2010 or the supplementary GLA Entrance Assessment on Saturday 11th December 2010 as specified by the College. In Section C of the Transfer Form parents/guardians must state the grade achieved and attach to the Transfer Form a copy of the statement of results which they receive on Saturday 5th February 2011.

	Special Circumstances

Any parent/guardian claiming Special Circumstances must complete the documentation in the ‘Claiming Special Circumstances Pack’ available from Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock or from its website.  This documentation, Form SC1, together with the independent, verifiable documentary evidence which corroborates the Special Circumstances claim, must be attached to the Transfer Form.

	Special Provision
1.For those pupils currently in P7 in Primary Schools in Northern Ireland, claims for Special Provision should be made on Form SP1 and attached to the Transfer Form. Form SP1 is available from the College or its website. Parents wishing to claim Special Provision should also forward a copy of Form SP1 directly to Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock, by Wednesday 9th March 2011.    

2.After this date, claims for Special Provision should be made directly to Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock and the relevant Education and Library Board Transfer Section notified.

If you are applying for Special Circumstances or Special Provision please see Sections 6 and 7 of our Admissions Criteria below.


SECTION 2:  OPEN DAY INFORMATION

Open Day: Saturday Morning 9.15am – 1.00pm 15th January 2011

Parents and P7 children warmly invited to attend. There will be an address by the Principal at 9.30am and 11.00am followed by a tour of the College. 
SECTION 3:  GENERAL INFORMATION

Our Lady and St. Patrick’s College, Knock was founded as a Diocesan co-educational Voluntary Grammar School in 1985 with the amalgamation of the Sacred Heart of Mary Grammar School, Holywood, Co. Down and St. Patrick’s College, Knock.  The College is situated in its own spacious grounds in the Cherryvalley district of Belfast.  Pupils come to the College from an area covering South and East Belfast, North Down and Ards.  The wide catchment area has the advantage of allowing young people from diverse backgrounds to mix and make friendships.  As pupils of Our Lady and St. Patrick’s College, Knock they are all assured access to a comprehensive, progressive curriculum and a variety of creative, sporting and cultural activities.  We will occupy new state-of-the-art facilities in a new school building in April 2011.
The admissions criteria for 2010 have been devised against the background of an unregulated transfer system. The Board of Governors seeks a procedure which places greater emphasis on guided parental choice. In the context of the Post-Primary Review the Board of Governors shall work with other schools towards achieving that objective. In the interim the Board of Governors supports the Northern Ireland Commission for Catholic Education’s call for the Minister for Education and the political parties to come together and agree a regulated transfer procedure as soon as possible.

CURRICULUM

On entry to the College our pupils are introduced to the academic discipline in the following Learning Areas: Religious Education, Learning for Life and Work, The Arts, English, Environment and Society, Modern Languages, Mathematics, Science and Technology and Physical Education.

Integral to our curriculum is the development of Skills and Capabilities which include Personal and Interpersonal Skills, Communication, Application of Number, Information Communication Technology, Critical and Creative thinking.

Year 8 and 9 pupils study the following subjects:

· Art and Design

· Drama

· English

· Employability

· Geography

· History

· Home Economics

· Information and Communication Technology

· Local and Global Citizenship

· Mathematics

· Music

· Physical Education

· Religious Education

· Science

· Technology and Design

Pupils also choose two Modern Languages from: French, German, Irish and Spanish.

A Personal Development Programme is provided and all Junior School (Years 8 -10) pupils follow our “Education for Love” Programme.  

In Year 10 pupils study all of the above subjects but Science is taught as the separate subjects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

In Senior School (Years 11 and 12) pupils study a minimum of 10 GCSE courses chosen from a range of 24 accredited courses.
Sixth Form pupils take 4 AS Levels in Lower Sixth chosen from a range of 25 accredited courses and continue with 3 or 4 of these subjects in Upper Sixth.

PASTORAL CARE
We place a great deal of emphasis on the pastoral care of our pupils.   The basic pastoral unit is the Tutor Group, which consists of about 27 pupils.  A Tutor is assigned to each group as pupils move from Junior to Senior to Upper School.   

Our Tutor Groups meet each morning before class for prayer, registration and announcements.  These Morning Tutorials ensure that a pupil who may be concerned about any aspect of College life has easy access to his/her Tutor.  Each Year Group regularly attends Morning Assembly.  There is also a Tutor class, once a week, in which pupils follow a Tutorial Programme covering a wide range of pastoral issues. The Form Tutor, Head of Year and Head of School closely monitor each pupil’s attendance, academic performance and personal development.

Transition from Primary to Grammar School
We realise that it can be sometimes difficult for children to make the transition from Primary to Grammar School and so care is taken to ensure that the changeover goes as smoothly as possible.  Year 8 pupils follow a two-day induction course before commencing their academic studies.  During these days they meet their tutors, get to know the layout of the College, have the opportunity to discuss their expectations and concerns and learn about the ethos of the College.

Pupil Mentor Programme
Under the Pupil Mentor Programme, Year 13 pupils, in groups of four, are assigned to each Year 8 class.  For the duration of the Programme, they meet with that class once a week to explore various themes, such as smoking, alcohol and drug abuse, bullying, prejudice, friendship, school and the environment.  Music, art, drama, poetry and stories are used as means of exploring the chosen theme.  The Mentor Programme enables Year 8 pupils to build a bond of trust with older pupils and provides another source of support while they are settling in to College life.

CAREERS AND EMPLOYABILITY       

A large team of experienced teachers and a Department of Employment and Learning (DEL) Careers Adviser are involved in the provision of Careers and Employability from Year 8 to 14. Facilities are divided between the Careers Counselling rooms, used for individual and small group guidance; the Careers Classroom where classes are taught and the Careers Library (annexed to the College Library), used by individual pupils to access Careers information. 

SPORTS, LEISURE AND EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

The PE facilities at the College include a fully equipped gymnasium, a sports hall (five badminton court size), fitness room, tennis courts, all-weather and grass pitches and extensive grounds.  College teams and individual pupils are entered in a wide range of sports including Gaelic games, netball,  basketball, rugby, soccer, swimming and golf.

In addition to the time-tabled Music classes, instrumental lessons are available in strings, wind and brass instruments.  Both the Junior and Senior Orchestra hold lunch-time recitals and along with the College Choirs play a prominent part in school events.  There is a wide variety of extra-curricular activities.  For the benefit of pupils taking part in these activities, late buses run on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

TRAVEL ARRRANGEMENTS

The College has developed an extensive transport network serving the major routeways of South and East Belfast, Holywood, Bangor, Newtownards, Kircubbin, Portaferry, Darragh Cross and Comber.  Nineteen buses transport pupils to and from school.  We insist on a very high standard of discipline on these buses and have prefects who seek to ensure that pupils are well-behaved.

UNIFORM

All pupils wear a black blazer with College crest, grey skirt or black trousers.  The College colours are blue, black and white.

VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTION

There is no capital fee.  We do ask parents for a voluntary subscription of £45 per family to assist in the provision of additional facilities and equipment.
Further details are available in the College prospectus and from the College website.
SECTION 4:  ADMISSIONS POLICY
Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock is a Catholic co-educational Grammar School under the trusteeship pf the Down and Connor Diocese. The College normally accepts those who are academically suited for the type of education it offers and whose parents/guardians are in agreement with the philosophy and aims of the College. 
The Board of Governors have determined that the educational outcomes from GL Assessment tests [Entrance Assessment] will be used to admit applicants [see Criteria A to F]. Information on the Entrance Assessment is available from the College or from www.knock.co.uk .
The Board of Governors, having agreed the criteria for admission, has delegated to the Admissions Committee, consisting of three members of the Board of Governors, the Principal, the Vice Principal and the Head of the Junior School, the authority to decide which particular applicants shall be admitted to the College in accordance with the criteria and any appropriate statutory regulations issued by the Department of Education.

The Board of Governors reserves the right to require such supplementary evidence as it may determine to support or verify information on any applicant’s Transfer Form.  Parents/Guardians should note that they may be asked to produce original documents verifying information pertinent to the College’s admissions criteria.  Original documents are required; facsimiles or photocopies are not acceptable. The provision of false or incorrect information or failure to provide information within the deadlines set by the school can result in the withdrawal of a place and the inability of the College to offer a place.

In accordance with the 1997 Education (Northern Ireland) order (Section 16 (4)), pupils resident in Northern Ireland at the time of their proposed admission will be selected for admission before any child not so resident may be selected.
Applicants claiming that Special Circumstances and/or Special Provision exist will be considered first.  In the light of the documentary evidence submitted, the Admissions Committee of the Board of Governors will decide whether these applicants should be considered under the grade actually achieved in the Entrance Assessment or an allocated higher grade.  Once a decision has been made the applicant will then be considered along with all pupils of the same grade for the purpose of applying the admissions criteria.
The Board of Governors will not use as a criterion the position of preference given to the College on the Transfer Form i.e. a pupil who has chosen Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock in any position on the Transfer Form will be considered equally with those who have put the College first.

SECTION 5:  CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION OF YEAR 8 PUPILS TO OUR LADY AND ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE, KNOCK

In order to determine which pupils will be accepted into Year 8, the following criteria will be applied in the order set down:
A
Pupils who have been awarded Grade A in the GLA Entrance Assessment and also those pupils to whom Special Circumstances or Special Provision apply and who on the documented evidence submitted appear to be of comparable ability to pupils awarded Grade A.

B
Pupils who have been awarded Grade B1 in the GLA Entrance Assessment and pupils to whom Special Circumstances or Special Provision apply and who on the documented evidence submitted appear to be of comparable ability to pupils awarded Grade B1.

C
Pupils who have been awarded Grade B2 in the GLA Entrance Assessment and pupils to whom Special Circumstances or Special Provision apply and who on the documented evidence submitted appear to be of comparable ability to pupils awarded Grade B2.

D
Pupils who have been awarded Grade C1 in the GLA Entrance Assessment and pupils to whom Special Circumstances or Special Provision apply and who on the documented evidence submitted appear to be of comparable ability to pupils awarded Grade C1.

E
Pupils who have been awarded Grade C2 in the GLA Entrance Assessment and pupils to whom Special Circumstances or Special Provision apply and who on the documented evidence submitted appear to be of comparable ability to pupils awarded Grade C2.

F
Pupils who have been awarded Grade D in the GLA Entrance Assessment and pupils to whom Special Circumstances or Special Provision apply and who on the documented evidence submitted appear to be of comparable ability to pupils awarded Grade D.

G
Other pupils
If there are more applicants in a category under consideration (i.e. Grades A, B1, B2, C1, C2, D and Others) than there are number of places available, such places will be allocated in accordance with the following subsidiary criteria, H1 to H10, in descending order.

H1

Applicants who have another child of the family enrolled in the College at the

date of application.  [This criterion covers children fostered, adopted and children from previous or subsequent marriages.]

H2
Applicants who are the eldest in the family to transfer to mainstream post-primary education.  This includes applicants who, although not chronologically the eldest in the family, are the first in the family to transfer to a mainstream post-primary school in Northern Ireland. [This criterion covers ‘only’ children and will treat twins or other multiples as joint eldest].

H3
Applicants whose brother/sister was a former pupil of the College or a former pupil of St Patrick’s College Knock (1967-1985) or a former pupil of the Sacred Heart of Mary Grammar School (1970-1985).  
H4
Applicants who are children of current permanent members of staff of Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock for a continuous minimum period of one year at the date of transfer.
H5
Applicants whose parents/guardian was a former pupil of Our Lady and St Patrick's College or the Sacred Heart of Mary Grammar School or St Patrick's College Knock.
H6
Applicants for whom Our Lady and St Patrick's College Knock is the nearest Catholic Grammar School. If there is over-subscription in this category, preference will be given to the applicant(s) whose permanent place of residence is nearest to the College as measured in metres by grid references provided by Land and Property Services.

H7
Applicants who are entitled to Free School Meals at the date of application.  Applicants will be listed on the Education and Library Board register as entitled to Free School Meals.

H8
Applicants who are the first child in the family to transfer to a Grammar school.

H9
Applicants who have achieved the highest combined standardised mark score in the GLA Entrance assessments. The highest scoring candidate will be ranked first, the next highest candidate being ranked second, etc. 
H10
If there are applicants who have the same GLA Entrance Assessment combined standardised mark score tying for the final place(s), applicants will be selected for admission on the basis of initial letter of surname(as entered on the Birth Certificate or Court Order) in the order set out below as determined by a randomised selection:
Z,S,A,N,L,H,J,F,I,P,Y,B,M,C,Mac,D,O,T,E,Mc,V,R,U,X,W,O’,G,Q,K 

In the event of surnames beginning with the same initial letter, the subsequent letters of the surname will be used in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames, the alphabetical order of the initials of the forenames (as entered on the Birth Certificate or Court Order) will be used.

Should two or more applicants have the same surname and forename and thereby qualify for the last available place(s), those applicants will be placed in rank order of eldest child by date of birth as stated on their Birth Certificate and admitted in this order.

Where, after this process has been applied, any applicants continue to tie for a final place, places will be allocated by randomised computer selection.

Criteria H1 to H10 will be applied in the order set down.
It is the responsibility of parents/guardians to ensure that any information relevant to the criteria is included on the Transfer Form or is attached to that Form at the time of submission to the College for admission.
SECTION 6:
NOTE ON SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES

Special Circumstances refer to the claim that as a result of medical or other problems a pupil's performance in the Entrance Assessment was affected.  Special Circumstances must be supported by documentary evidence of a medical or other appropriate nature in keeping with the documents ‘GLA Entrance Assessment: Access Arrangements and Special Circumstances Policy’ and ‘A Guide to Claiming Special Circumstances for Children taking the GLA Entrance Assessment’. Both documents are available from the College website www.knock.co.uk or directly from the College on request.  

A notification of a claim for Special Circumstances must be made by 4.00pm on Friday 17th December 2010 using the appropriate form [SCR] available from the College. Claims not registered within this period may not be considered.
All documented evidence in support of any claim must be forwarded to the College via the relevant Education and Library Board attached to the Transfer Form, using Form SC1.  

Details of Medical or Other Problems

Where it is claimed that a pupil’s performance in the Entrance Assessment has been affected by a medical or other problem, independent evidence of its existence must be provided to the school.  Where the problem is a medical one of short-term duration which affected the student only at the time of the Entrance Assessment the school will require the production of evidence that the pupil was examined by a medical practitioner in relation to the illness at the time of the Entrance Assessment. Where the problem is of a non-medical nature the parents/guardians must set out the precise details of the problem and append any appropriate independent evidence to corroborate its existence to the Transfer Form. 
Details of Educational Evidence

Sufficient objective documentary evidence must be provided by the parents and verified by the Primary School to enable the Admissions Committee of the Board of Governors to reach a decision.

Parents are entitled to obtain their child(ren)’s educational records from schools by virtue of statute and if needed by means of a Freedom of Information request.

The following information should be provided on Form SC1, in relation to the applicant:-

1 All the applicant’s school standardised test results in English/Literacy and Mathematics/Numeracy from the beginning of the Key Stage 2 period and
a. All test results must be dated and verified by the Primary School;
b. Results from all tests should be accompanied by the name of the standardised test and the supplier of test;
c. Results should include scores for English/Literacy and Mathematics/Numeracy;

d. Any other relevant material.

2 The Primary School’s comments on the pupil’s academic achievements 
in relation to the standardised tests taken during Key Stage 2.

It is emphasised that the onus is on the parents to ensure that all of the above information is provided.  Failure to provide such information will result in the College being unable to consider the application for Special Circumstances. 

Applicants considered under Special Circumstances will be judged on the evidence made available to the College and awarded a grade accordingly.
Please note that judgement of the importance of documentation forwarded in support of Special Circumstances will be at the discretion of the Admissions Committee of the Board of Governors.
SECTION 7:
NOTE ON SPECIAL PROVISION

Special Provision will be made by the Board of Governors for applicants:

1. moving or recently moved to Northern Ireland:
a. whose parents/guardians wish them to transfer to post-primary schools from schools outside Northern Ireland; 
b. who have received more than half of their primary education outside Northern Ireland.
2. whose educational provision has been negatively affected by serious medical or other problems which is supported by independent verifiable documentary and who have not taken either of the GLA Entrance Assessments. 
Applicants in categories 1a and 1b above, who wish to apply under Special Provision do not need to take the GLA Entrance Assessment or the supplementary assessment unless their parents/guardians so wish, in which case the GLA Entrance Assessment grade obtained would also be considered.

The Admissions Committee may require an assessment of an applicant’s abilities to be carried out by a suitably qualified person or body approved by the College.

 
It is the responsibility of parents/guardians to provide precise reasons why the applicant did not take part in the Entrance Assessment and to submit appropriate documentary evidence attached to the Transfer Form.
For those applicants currently in P7 in Primary Schools in Northern Ireland, claims for  Special Provision should made on Form SP1 and attached to the Transfer Form.  The SP1 Form is available from the College or its website.  Parents/guardians wishing to claim Special Provision should also forward a completed copy of Form SP1 directly to Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock, by 4.00pm on Wednesday 9th March 2011. After this date, claims for Special Provision should be made directly to Our Lady and St Patrick's College, Knock. 
The Admissions Committee will consider each application for Special Provision.  Where this is granted, the Admissions Committee will determine, on the basis of the information available, an appropriate grade equivalent for the applicant.  Such applicants will then be considered with all other applicants who have received a GLA Entrance Assessment grade and the admissions criteria applied.

SECTION 8:
APPLICATIONS AND ADMISSIONS 2008 - 2010

	
	Applications
	Admissions

	
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Grade A
	159
	147
	194
	159
	147
	180*

	Grade B1
	33
	22
	27
	8*
	22
	0

	Grade B2
	20
	17
	24
	8*
	8*
	0

	Grade C1
	24
	12
	09
	4*
	1*
	0

	Grade C2
	15
	8
	13
	2*
	0
	0

	Grade D
	12
	6
	04
	0
	0
	0

	Others
	3
	3
	04
	3*
	2*
	0

	Total
	266
	215
	275
	184
	180
	180


· Includes those upgraded due to special circumstances and/or special provision.

SECTION 9:
ADMISSIONS CRITERIA FOR ENTRY OF PUPILS TO (YEAR 8) FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF THE TRANSFER PROCEDURE

In the event of such application, the Board of Governors will only make an offer if there is a place available.  Should there be more applications than places available; the procedure outlined in the Admissions Criteria for entry of children to Form 1 (Year 8) will be followed.
If the application is made by a child who arrived in Northern Ireland after the transfer process has been concluded and the Admissions Committee determines that the child is suitable to be admitted, the College will then seek Department of Education approval to admit the child as an additional place.  If such approval is given, the child will be admitted.

It should be noted that all those who have applied previously, but who have failed to obtain a place in the School, will have their application held open until 30 June of the year following application when their application is deemed to have lapsed.

