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AS-LEVEL EXAMINATION GRADES – CASHING IN
College Policy
AS – Level exam results are automatically cashed in before you take the exams:
Advantages to you:

· This option is free!

· Your August exam slip will have subject grades on it; e.g. A in History, B in French, C in Biology and C in Economics.

· You will not need to work out what the equivalent grades are for the points that you have achieved.

· You will be able to declare all of your subject grades in your higher education applications. 

· Universities like to see the AS-level grades of an applicant as it provides solid evidence of how the applicant performed in Year 13.
· A good set of AS-level subject grades declared on your higher education applications is helpful in persuading universities to give you conditional offers for the courses that you have applied for. This is particularly the case if you have applied for competitive degree courses.

Disadvantages to you:

· If one or more of the AS-level grades that you achieve are below the standard that you want, you will not be able to uncash them and so convert them back to points (However you will be able to resit one or more AS-level modules and obtain a new AS-level grade in March or August of the following year.) 

· If your cashed in grades are poor, it may be more difficult to persuade universities to give you conditional offers for the courses that you have applied for. This is particularly the case if you have applied for competitive degree courses. 
There is an alternative.
Deferring Cash- In
Decide after you have received your AS-level exam marks in August that you will be cashing in one or more of your AS-level subjects’ exam marks into grades:

Possible advantages to you:

· If one or more of the AS-level subject marks that you achieve are below the standard that you want, you will be able to keep them as points.

· As only cashed in AS-level subject grades, and not the equivalent points, can be declared on your higher education applications, then you will not have to declare a poor AS-level subject grade to universities. (However some universities may ring the school and ask for the marks that you have achieved. This has happened regularly for QUB Medicine, Dentistry and Law).
Possible disadvantages to you:

· This option costs approx. £37 per AS-level subject. 

· Universities like to see the AS-level grades of an applicant. If grades are missing, it may be more difficult to persuade universities to give you conditional offers for the courses that you have applied for. This is particularly the case if you have applied for competitive degree courses. 

Other points to consider
· In August 2008, only 6 students deferred cashing in. The majority of College students were happy to declare their AS-level subject grades to the universities that they applied to. 
· You can resit one or more AS-level modules and end up with a new AS-level grade. For example you achieved grade B in AS-level History in August 2009. You repeated one AS-level History module in January 2010 and the better marks you achieved allowed you to cash in and be awarded a grade A in AS-level History in August 2010.
· Universities will not necessarily look unfavourably at a poor cashed in AS-level grade. This is particularly the case if your other 3/2 AS-level grades are good, or the courses/universities that you are applying for are not highly competitive.  

If you wish to defer cash in until you receive your results in August. You must submit a DEFERRING CASH-IN FORM to the Main office before Feb 14th.














